parts of Glamorgan compared with the remainder of Wales. The highest prevalence was in South Glamorgan (54 cases/105) and the lowest in Dyfed (30/105). There was a relatively small but highly significant difference in the prevalence for urban populations larger than 10000 (47/105) compared with smaller communities which were chiefly rural (34/105).
The epidemiology of Crohn's disease has been examined in a number of towns and their surrounding districts in England (Evans and Acheson, 1965; Miller et al., 1975) and Scotland (Kyle, 1971; as well as more extensively in Northern Ireland (Humphreys and Parks, 1975) , Norway (Myren et al., 1971) , Central Sweden (Norlen, Krause and Bergman, 1970) and Bologna province, Italy, (Lanfranchi et al., 1976 Rural populations refer to communities with a population less than 10 000. 'Hospital beds' refers to the number of general medical and surgical beds; the numbers were obtained from Bed Use Statistics (Welsh Office, 1976) . Powys has no district general hospital.
were found in South Glamorgan (54-1 cases/106 of the population), while the lowest figure was from Dyfed (30 cases/106). The geographical distribution throughout Wales was not uniform, and variation between the 8 counties was highly significant (X27=35-04; P<0-001 (Kyle, 1971) , 26-5 in Nottingham (Miller et al., 1974) and 27 in Uppsala (Norlen et al., 1970 (Brahme et al., 1975) The difference between urban and rural prevalence or incidence of the disease has been noted in some previous studies. In the Northern Ireland study (Humphreys and Parks, 1975) , which involved 159 cases, the incidence was higher in the 8 main towns compared with the country. The Aberdeen study (Kyle, 1971 ) based on 166 cases, showed a higher prevalence for city dwellers (40) compared with only 29 for those in the country. In Wales, the comparable figures are 47-6 for the city dwellers based on 31 towns and 34 for the rural population. In Nottingham, Miller et al. (1975 Miller et al. ( , 1976 Norlen et al. (1970) were unable to show any differences in incidence in urban and rural populations. The present authors recently demonstrated a striking increase in the incidence of Crohn's disease in Cardiff (Mayberry et al., 1979) with annual figures in the region of 5/105 of the population and predict that further rises in incidence will inevitably increase the demands on the medical and social services involved in the care of these patients.
